Yamaguchi’s Sake & Tapas
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You’d never guess it, but Lexington is
home to many authentic Japanese
restaurants. That’s due, in part, to
Toyota Motor Manufacturing
opening a plant in nearby
Georgetown in 1988. The influx of
Japanese people coming and going
over the past 24 years has
encouraged many Japanese
restaurant owners and sushi chefs to
share their exotic cuisine with the
community, and visitors are fortunate
to be able to sample the delicious
fare at a variety of dining spots.

(800) 845-3959

Yamaguchi’s Sake & Tapas

The newest addition to Lexington’s Japanese
scene, Sake & Tapas specializes in small dishes
that pair well with beer, wine or sake. The owners
are trying to control the eatery’s growth, which is
obvious when you stumble upon this hidden gem,
with its cozy, relaxed environment and lack of
telephone.
“Being small and staying small is our business
strategy,” says Hidenori Yamaguchi, who is owner
and chef.
Unlike other Japanese restaurants in the area,
Yamaguchi doesn’t serve sushi, choosing instead
to introduce locals to “real Japanese” food such
as karaage, kurobuta misoyaki and seafood curry
soup.
www.sakeandtapas.com
eat

Seki Restaurant

With only eight tables in the entire
restaurant, Seki has a communal vibe, perfectly
complemented by the simple menu of fresh
sushi. Owner Shan Tao recommends the
futomaki, dynamite roll and snow white roll.
Make sure to snag a piece of candy from the
crowing-chicken jar on your way out.
(859) 254-5289
eat
Sake & Tapas

Nagasaki Inn Japanese
Steak & Sushi

Award-winning and family owned, Nagasaki
Inn offers a wide assortment of Japanese fare,
from hibachi to sushi. For a more traditional
Japanese dining experience, dine in the garden
room.
www.thenagasakiinn.com/lexmain.html
eat

School Restaurant
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Tachibana Japanese Restaurant

Known for its authentic Japanese fare and
sushi chefs, Tachibana – the oldest Japanese
restaurant in the Bluegrass Region – features
specialties such as Nabe Mono (Japanese pot
dishes cooked at your table), tempura, teriyaki,
sushi and a variety of lunch specials that change
daily.
www.tachibanarestaurant.com

Tomo Restaurant

School Restaurant
Sake & Tapas

eat

Yamamoto Japanese Grill & Sushi

A delicious dining spot known for its hibachi
grill, Yamamoto also boasts a wide assortment of
soups, salads, sushi, sashimi, tempura, noodle
dishes, and interesting items such as octopus
hush puppies and sushi pizza.
www.yamamotolexington.com
eat

School

School is the winner of the Lane Report’s Blue
Plate Award of Excellence in 2010 and is best
known for their Filet with Truffle Sauce. The Old
Todds Road eatery is part of one of the biggest
trends in the sushi world: Katien Sushi, where
diners choose various rolls, such as the Honey
Bee Roll or the Crunch and Munch Roll, as they
pass by on a conveyer belt.
“We are unique because you can find three
different cuisines under one roof,” says General
Manager Kate Congleton. “We specialize not only
in Japanese food and sushi, but French food as
well.”
Be sure to check out the Culinary Cocktail
Lounge, which boasts more than 40 different
bottles of wine and the private karaoke room.
School also has outdoor seating.
www.schoolrestaurantlex.com

eat

Tomo

For more than 10 years, Tomo has been
serving up sushi and Japanese fare from its Chevy
Chase location in Lexington. Known for its
inventive sushi – try the Pokemon Roll or Crazy
Roll – and lunch and dinner options such as
grilled swordfish teriyaki and Katsu curry. Tomo
is a favorite among residents and visitors alike.
“We have two different menus,” explains Cha
Tanura, who is the owner of the restaurant. “We
are mostly fusion style, but we have an authentic
menu for our Japanese guests.”
www.tomolex.com
see more online
Learn more about our tasty dining
options at www.visitlex.com.
Tomo
Restaurant

www.visitlex.com
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